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33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A 19th November 2023 

Trusting 
Before going away, a master entrusted 
his wealth in the form of talents to his 
servants for them to make an 

investment for him. He gave the first servant five talents; 
the second one three, and the third one talent. Talent in 
this context denotes a particular gift or ability that a 
person is given. The parable tells us that we are not 
created with equal skills, memory, health or longevity. We 
are born with different gifts from person to person. This 
implies we need to share our gifts to build up a 
prosperous, just, and peaceful society. The sharing of 
talents helps us to obtain more skills from others. We are 
free to employ different methods to develop our gifts. The 
text mentions no documents or bonds to say the master 
trusted his servants without question. The master's action 
shows that love and trust are his first priority; success in 
investment must flow from that love and trust. He expects 
his servants to love and trust him in return. No sowing, no 
harvest: success happens with labour. Without taking 
risks nothing can be done. Living itself is a risk; because 
we have very little control of tomorrow. We have no 
control over the outcome of our labour. The master 
knows our limitations. He would not judge us for our 
integrity, but only judge for insincerity.   
Sometime later, the master returned, and the servants 
who received five talents and three talents, earned one 
hundred percent returns by trading with the funds. The 
master was very pleased with them. In his delight, he said, 
'well done, good and faithful servants'. He praised them 
for their goodness and faithfulness and entrusted them 
more. Obviously, the master doesn't care about success, 
but goodness and faithfulness - Good and faithful. The 
third servant received one talent; he buried it and earned  

nothing. The master judged the third servant according 
to his own words. 'I had heard you were a hard man...so 
I was afraid and hid your talent in the ground' Mt 25:24. 
Surprisingly, the third servant confessed that he didn't 
know his master. He only heard others talk about his 
master. He had faith not in his master; but believed 
others. Where there is no trust; there can be no love, 
or commitment. The third servant's hearsay made him 
live in fear. Fear paralysed him. It stopped him from 
being positive, and doing good work. He wasted not 
just his talent, but more importantly he had wasted his 
entire life - living in fear, unhappy. The master cared 
not about the amount of profit made, whether big or 
small. He would accept anything. The third servant 
made no profit whatsoever. His master punished him 
for wasting his talent and his life. We need to avoid that 
type of wasteful behaviour. We need to make use of 
whatever talents we have received or obtained. They 
all belong to God. They are God's gifts. We need to use 
them not simply for our own interest, but to give glory 
to God, and for the common good. We are free to 
choose whatever method we would like to do, but it 
must yield good results. This shows we trust God and 
live for God's purpose. When we conduct our lives in 
that manner; we will hear the voice of the master: 'Well 
done, good and faithful servants'. Avoid being wasteful 
of our gifts and talents at all costs, because it leads to 
gloom and doom this life and the next. We need to be 
a person with good motivation in life, useful for society, 
and for the Church in the world. Our purpose in life is 
not simply to pass time. No, we live a life with a specific 
purpose and that is to give glory to God; and be useful 
for our fellowmen.                                   Fr Vudinh Tuong 

Parish Priest 
WEEKLY INFORMATION 

The Seniors’ Lunch will be in conjunction with 

St Francis Xavier Primary school, and held on 
Thursday 23rd November at 10.00am (for 

10.30am start) in the parish hall.  We will be taking names after 
all Masses from 4-5 November until 18-19 November.   Raffle: 
Donations should be brought to the parish office.  All monies 
collected on the day are used to provide the food and whatever 
else we need.  We do not ask the parish for any money. Please 
come and support us. RSVP: To Agnes Fryars at 
agnesfryars4@gmail.com 0418 247 135, or the parish office 07 
3818 0111 goodna@bne.catholic.net.au 

Farewell BBQ for Fr. Tuong 
On Sunday 10th December at 4pm the 
parish will farewell Fr. Tuong as he 
moves on to well-earned retirement.  

We will be doing a sausage sizzle, but if you would like to 
bring something, please bring a desert to share.  Those 
wishing to attend the BBQ should RSVP for catering 
purposes. A list will be available outside the church.  Please 
bring a chair or blanket.  Those wanting to donate towards 
a farewell gift, please put it in the collection clearly marked 
“Fr. Tuong’s farewell”. 

If you are experiencing any symptoms such as cough, fever, shortness of breath, please stay home and contact your health care provider for advice 

mailto:agnesfryars4@gmail.com
mailto:goodna@bne.catholic.net.au


WEEKLY INFORMATION 

Dates for your diary 
23rd  Nov  Thurs 10am Seniors Lunch (Parish Hall) 

29th   Nov  Wed 9am  Year 6 Final Mass (church) 

2nd  Dec  Sat 10am  Construction of Nativity 

2nd/ 

3rd  
Dec Sat/ 

Sun 

Weekend 
Masses 

SVDP Christmas Appeal 

10th  Dec Sun 4pm Farewell BBQ for Fr. Tuong 

13th  Dec Wed 6.30pm Mass of Reconciliation 

23rd Dec Sat 5pm 

Mass – 4th Sunday of Advent 

24th Dec Sun 

7am 

9am 

7pm Christmas Vigil 

25th Dec Mon 9am Christmas Mass 

26th Dec Tues 9am Mass – St Stephen 

27th Dec Wed 9am Mass – St John 

28th  Dec Thurs 9am Mass - The Holy Innocents 

29th Dec Fri 9am 5th Day of Christmas Octave 

30th  Dec Sat 5pm 

Mass – Holy Family 
31st  Dec Sun 

7am 

9am 

Please note that the parish office will be closed from the close of business on 
Friday 22 December 2023 and reopen on Tuesday 2 January 2024. 

 

Responsorial Psalm 
 

Happy are those who fear the Lord. 
 

Gospel Acclamation  
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Live in me and let me live in you,  
says the Lord; 
my branches bear much fruit. 
Alleluia! 

St Vinnies Christmas 
Appeal 

The St Vinnies Christmas 
Appeal will be held on the 2nd 
and 3rd of December. 

Proceeds provide essential support to 
Australians living in poverty. Donations can 
also be made via direct deposit: Name: St 
Vincent de Paul Society, BSB 064 786, 
Account: 1000 26711. Ref: Your surname. 
Email sfx4300@svdpqld.org.au for a receipt. 

PASTORAL MATTERS 

Prayer for the Sick 
Lin Merrian, Kim Shadwell, Jackie Ledger, Amy and Reagan 
Whiteman, Sarah Kathleen Jones, Phil O’Dwyer, Peter Eddy, Almira 
Ann James, Finley McHardy, Nyaweir Ring, Kylie Herbert, Tony Ryan, 
Elisapeti Pati, Amanda Harding, Linda Hoad, Margo Jane Higgins. 

Reading – Christ The King, 26th Nov.2023  

1st Reading Ezek 34:11-12, 15-17 

2nd Reading 1 Cor 15:20-26, 28 

Gospel Mt 25:31-46 

Baptism at St Francis Xavier, Goodna 
The next Baptism will be 17th 
December. Baptisms are held on 
the third Sunday of each month 
during the 9am Mass.  Please 

contact the Parish Office for more 
information.   

Reborn in Eternal Life 20th – 26th November 

Namulau’ulu Tuilagi Vavae Leo, Tom Penny, Euphemia Keppel (Pheme), Beth 
Dynan, Sam Azzopardi, Emilia Twaddell, Charles Van Bael, Kathleen Kohu, 
Lucy Hesp, Mary Doyle, Kathleen Ellen McGrath, John Jonker, Frank Breuer, 
Noela Harvey, Irene Kelly, Tofilau Uili Ponifasio Leafa, Steve Tirant, Beryl 
Shambler. 

Recently Deceased Kathleen Gurdon (née McCarthy), Jacqueline Panaotie, Frances Stubbs, Marion Mahoney. 
Loop System   The Church is fitted with a loop system. If you wear a hearing aid, set the control to the ‘T’ to obtain a better sound. 

WEEK 3 ROSTERS - THIS WEEK – 19th NOVEMBER 2023 

Flowers Divine Mercy Cleaning Divine Mercy Yard Divine Mercy 

1st 
Reading 

 

5pm Darsha Ross 2nd 
Reading 

 

5pm Suzanne Fitzgerald Ciborium 

 

5pm Christine Freeman 

7am Robert Bryant 7am Theresa Greig 7am Cameron Auld 

9am Alefosio Family 9am Vaoiva Family 9am Donna So’oalo 

WEEK 4 ROSTERS - NEXT WEEK – 26th NOVEMBER 2023 

Flowers Tien & Nhu Cleaning Tien & Nhu Yard n/a 

1st 
Reading 

 

5pm Bruce Larter 2nd 
Reading 

 

5pm Owen Ross Ciborium 

 

5pm Julie Aiavao 

7am Joan Sitcheff 7am Anna Timu 7am Kolio Timu 

9am Kisa Senio 9am Paulo Lauvao 9am Elaine Walters 

Ministers should arrive at least 10 minutes before the start of Mass, or their role will be reassigned on the day. 

  
 
  
 
  

PARISH CONTACTS  
6 Church Street, PO Box 450, Goodna  Qld 4300 

Website:  www.stfrancisxaviergoodna.org.au 
Parish Clergy: Fr Vudinh Tuong PP 

Parish Secretary:  Katherine Qualischefski (Tues -  Fri)  
Safeguarding Rep: Suzanne Fitzgerald 

lsr.goodna@bne.catholic.net.au  
Office Hours: Tues -  Fri 9am to 3pm  

07 3818 0111 or  goodna@bne.catholic.net.au 

We are committed to Safeguarding children and vulnerable adults.  The Archdiocese has zero tolerance for all forms of abuse and is committed to safeguarding everyone involved in its activities, 
ministries, and services. The safety and wellbeing of children and adults-at-risk is paramount.  Please see our website for our Safeguarding and Whistleblower policies.  StopLine is a confidential, 

independent provider of whistleblowing services available to all parishioners on 1300 304 550 or AOB@stopline.com.au. 
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